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The cl own pri nc

Port | and punk has a voi ce i n queer aut hor, a

by @ enn Scofi el dWilliams

squeer literature, art and musc

become more maingtream, it

becomesimportant for those queer

artigson the edge of the sream to

gay voca and vishle. For those of
uswho find that overtly sexual, perverse, fetish
and dark bordersof the queer consciousnessare
ome of the thingsthat help define a queer
genre, hope comesin the no-holdsbarred
artigry of the queer fringe.

Such an artig isCharlie Vamuez, a 34-year-
old jack-of-all-cregtive-trades Vazjuez, who
haslived in Portland for the pagt decade or s,
isthe slf-published author of Buzz and |srad
(FreKing Press 2005; $15 softcover), anovel
that sandsat the cusp of where the world
sems sane and looks back into dark, dizzy,
drug- and lugt-filled places

“Eghetically, | wanted the gory to emanate
twilight,” Vazjuez says of Buzz and Israd. “As
far asdrugs sex and violence are
concerned...they are universal problemsthat
affect al people, everywhere, redly.... Queer
culture certainly hasitsshare”

Buzz and |5'adl isa rough-cut, often-manic,
fird novel about Igael, a Portland punk who
runsheadlonginto arelationship (and some
wild, erotic and frightening adventures) with a
beautiful but viciousdrugster named Buzz Full
of graphic, often provocative sx, out-of-
control drug use and acagt of wild, violent and
occasonally beautiful people, Vazjuezs book
hasbeen called a“queer punk novel” by those
who understand the punk senshility: an
extreme facade beneath which liesan intelli-
gent, introgective sengbility.

“Buzz and |gad doen't exactly sveep queer
dysfunctionsunder the rug,” Vazuez admits
“The dysfunctionsof the charactersare what
carry the gory forward—kinda like gpeeding
through the night with the headlights off.”

Vamuez a o has several published short
works, including the balls-out, nagily erotic
piece “Angelic Snot,” published in Jack Hart's
Straight? Voume 2. VamueZs next book, to be
published early next year, isa collection of
some of hisown short works

“There'sfive pieces 0 far,” Vazjuez says
though he'sreluctant to give much away. “Two

of them are novellas—
one about the punk
rock clown and the
other alove gory
[called Corazdn]

| wrote when | spent
gx monthsin Mexico
lag year.”

Not dl the pieces
are erotic, Vazjuez
says “The book has
more of adark,
comedic bend snce
Buzz and |5ad was
such adark journey.
There will as be two
nonfiction piecesre-
lating to queer art and
ubculturein higory.”

Both booksare
<elf-published from
Vazjuezs own
FireKing Press (The
Web ste, www.firekingpresscom, a0
i ncl udes sel ecti oBsiZz amd | sy adlhe

The aut hor's al ter ego, Spittlesthe Punk Rock O own, isafi
Noi r’s nont hl'y Queer Feti sh ni ght.

deci si ontopublishhisbooks hinmsel f di dnot
come easi ly. I'n2004, after attendingthe

Sai nts &Si nners Queer Literary Festival in
New Or | eans,a¥quez utilized hi sconsi der

abl e conput er ski || st o getobt sowor
hi s own.

To aid digribution, Vazuez found “a few
local busnesses...extremely engaging, namely
In Other Wordsand Reading Frenzy.” Also,
svera unexpected aliescameto hisaid,
including Spartacus Leathers which began car-
rying Buzz and Isad in itslittle-known book
section.

“We've been planning areadingin the back
room,” Vazjuez amiles “I think I'd like to read
naughty scenesto people with the smell of
leather in the air.”

Vazjuezsliterary work isnot, however, his
le outlet of cregtive expresson. In the pad,
he wasinvolved with severd music groups
including “an electronic musc project called
Factor Red, accordion cafe guff and more
amogpheric rock” with Portland chanteuse
Kaitlyn ni Donovan and others He o was
aked by the now-defunct Portland club
Panoramato take photosfor itsWeb ste. His
exquiste photos gill shinewith the atmos-
phere of the era, and Vazjuez hopesto “show
them in the future...perhapsin asmall show
mixed with non-nightclub shots”

But the mog visble and, perhaps well-
known cresative outlet for Vamuezishisalter
ego, Spittlesthe Punk Rock Clown. A fixture
a Queer Fetish, held every third Friday at
Noir, Spittles“has ssdomasochigtic tendencies
and handlesvenomous serpents” No kidding.
Often you will find Spittles panking bottoms
for charity.

“| adore Portland,” Vazuez says “If | need
to go find creepy peoplein adark pub on a
rainy January evening, | have them.... If | need
toindulgein high teaand a snoked turkey
dijon sandwich in a pretentioushotel retau-
rant, | can.... The climate can be oppresive,
but hey, that'swhat weird booksare for!” ™

GLENN ScorELD WILLIAMS Writesprose, poetry,
plays periodica and porn in Portland.
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Charlie Vazquez sel f-publishedthe“q
punk novel Buzz and | sr aed omhi s own
Fi eKi ng Pess.






